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to say this, Mr. Speaker: there is noth-
ing wrong in America that can’t be
fixed by what is right in America, but
it is going to require bold resolve, inno-
vative public policy, and a return to
our highest ideals.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
JOLLY). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule
I, the Chair declares the House in re-
cess until noon today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 40
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

—
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

Most Reverend Richard Pates, Bishop
of the Diocese of Des Moines, Des
Moines, Iowa, offered the following
prayer:

Blessed are You, Lord God of all cre-
ation. You bless us with life. You fill
each lengthening day with more light,
a generous light which shines on all
people.

We seek Your light, O God, in our
midst this day, for each woman and
man of this House, each entrusted to
cooperate in the making of just laws
which promote the flourishing of
human freedom.

Let Your light break forth among
these, our public servants. Give us
faith that as each new day is bright
with promise, so too is Your spirit’s
power to transform blame and bitter-
ness into concord and unity, for the
sake of the common good.

To You, therefore, generous Spirit of
God, we commend our work this day,
that we might walk freely in Your
light, one people whose future is filled
with hope.

Amen.

—————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Kansas (Mr. POMPEO) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. POMPEO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Pate, one
of his secretaries.

——————

WELCOMING MOST REVEREND
RICHARD PATES

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. YOUNG)
is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to introduce and recognize
my friend Bishop Richard Pates of the
Des Moines Diocese.

Born in St. Paul, Minnesota, and a
huge Vikings fan, Bishop Pates at-
tended Nazareth Hall Seminary and St.
Paul Seminary in his hometown.

The bishop went on to graduate
school at the North American College
in Rome from the prestigious Grego-
rian University. In 1968, Bishop Pates
was ordained at St. Peter’s Basilica in
Rome.

Bishop Pates’ education laid the
foundation for his impressive pastoral
and administrative service to the
church and, I am proud to say, led
Bishop Pates to Iowa in 2008, when he
was appointed by Pope Benedict XVI to
be the ninth bishop for the Diocese of
Des Moines. The bishop is also chair of
the Iowa Catholic Conference, for
which I thank him again for his service
to the church and to Iowa.

I want to thank Bishop Pates for
opening the House today with a prayer,
thank him for his friendship, and ask
my colleagues to join me in welcoming
Bishop Richard Pates to the people’s
House.

————————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HULTGREN). The Chair will entertain up
to 15 requests for 1-minute speeches on
each side of the aisle.

———

MARCH FOR LIFE

(Mr. POMPEO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POMPEO. Mr. Speaker, tomor-
row hundreds of young people from
across Kansas will join thousands of
Americans, young and old, on The Na-
tional Mall for the March for Life.
They are here to remind us all that, in
the midst of all the important issues
we talk about here in Washington,
D.C., every single life is a gift.

This year is the 42nd anniversary of
Roe v. Wade. Since then, over 55 mil-
lion abortions have been performed in
the United States. This stain upon our
Nation has been allowed to continue
for far too long. Yet in the face of this
continuing tragedy, I am encouraged
by the fact that today the pro-life
movement is stronger than ever.
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I see the evidence of that movement
in the eyes of the young people, young
people that will come to Washington
tomorrow from Benedictine College,
from Conway Springs High School,
from Bishop Carroll High School, from
Kapaun Mt. Carmel, and from both
Kansas State University and Newman
University. It will encourage me to
continue my efforts to protect the un-
born each and every day.

While some just talk the talk, tomor-
row the young people from Kansas will
walk the walk, and I look forward to
joining with them on this very special
and important day to protect this very
important right.

——————

AMERICA’S FAILING
INFRASTRUCTURE

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, on Mon-
day a bridge collapsed in Cincinnati,
Ohio, killing one person and injuring
another. This tragedy calls to mind the
collapse of the Schoharie Creek Bridge
in New York in 1987, which killed 10
people, and the collapse of the I-35
West bridge in Minneapolis in 2007,
which left 13 dead.

I don’t know if more transportation
funding would have prevented these
collapses, but I do know that every sec-
ond of every day seven cars drive on a
bridge that is structurally deficient.
There are 69,000 structurally deficient
bridges in the Nation; there are over 99
structurally deficient bridges in west-
ern New York alone. These numbers
are unacceptable. Congress is failing
the American people by failing to ad-
dress this issue.

Last night we heard from the Presi-
dent a plan to increase funding for in-
frastructure. That is a start, but I say
we can and must do more. I encourage
my colleagues to pass an infrastructure
bill that is large enough to address the
real needs of this Nation.

RECOGNIZING THE PENNSYLVANIA
STATE SHOWMEN’S ASSOCIATION

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
the men and women of the Pennsyl-
vania State Showmen’s Association.
These small business owners have been
working together since 1967 to keep the
outdoor amusement industry alive and
strong through their combined efforts
to remain one of the best forms of
American family entertainment.

I am proud to have many of these in-
dividuals and families in the Pennsyl-
vania Fifth Congressional District,
such as the Bartlebaughs, Carters,
Garbricks, and Snyders.

Above and beyond providing good fun
and family entertainment, members of
the Pennsylvania State Showmen’s As-
sociation have remained dedicated to
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